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0 ' the gth of September, 1780, 7 met the freebolders of 
Middleſex aſſembled for the - purpoſe of nominating two repreſen- 
zatives in the new parliament ; but, there being na oppoſition or 
debate, and only ſome formal buſineſs tranſafted, I could not with 
Propriety riſe to addreſs them on the general flate of the nation, 
On my return home, I amuſed myſelf abith revolving in my mind 
Such topicks as I ſhould probably have urged, if there bad been 
either room or invitation to ſpeak at all; and half an hour's me- 
ditatian convinced me, that I ſhould have addrefjed my countrymen, 
Poſſibly in the following words ; but, certainly, to the following 
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TO: THE 


FREEHOLDERS OF MIDDLESEX. 


GENTLEMEN, | 
Nothing, I aſſure you, was more diſtant | 
from my thoughts, on my firſt entrance into | 
this aſſembly, than the deſign of riſing to ad- 
| dreſs the county of Middleſex, and, through 
them, the electors of Britain, on the multiphed 
ü and increaſing evils, with which they are at 
| this moment ſurrounded, and for which they 
} may at this moment, if ever, provide a remedy; 
but the number and magnitude of thoſe _ . 
"In | hic 


„„ | 
which the fight of ſo many injured citizens 
brings freſh to my mind, the nature of the 
remedy, which has occurred to me, and which 
the object of the preſent meeting muſt inſtant- 
ly ſuggeſt, together with my hearty approba- 
tion of the principles avowed by the two ho- 
nourable candidates, have induced and even 
impelled me to declare that approbation, and 
at the ſame time both to preſent you with a 
fhort though painful enumeration of your ca- 
lamities, actual or impending, and to enforce, 
as ſtrongly as I am able, the neceſſity of em- 
ploying the only means in your power, by 
4 you may remove, alleviate, or avert, 
them, 


TI begin with congratulating you, gentle- 
men, on the diffolution of an angry, venge- 
ful, implacable parliament, which in fix ſeſ- 
ſions has deprived this country of greater ad- 
vantages than fix centuries will reſtore to it, 
and, by all its avenging acts (which I have 
lately been conterfplating with no leſs atten - 
tion than anguiſh) has eſtabliſhed a ſyſtem ſo 


compact and well-adapted to every ruinous 


purpole, that, if any other coloniſing and 
commercial nation ſhall hereafter determine 
effectually to alienate their colonies and de- 
{troy their commerce, they muſt propoſe as 
their model the fourtcenth parliament of 
Great Britain : but, unleſs you reſolve, (and, 

when I ſpeak to you, I ſhould wiſh to raiſe 
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my voice ſo high, that all other Engliſhmen 
might hear 55 unleſs you firmly reſolve, 
that the fifteenth parliament, which you are 
now called upon to elect, ſhall be guided by 
another ſtar and purſue another courſe ; ſhall 
profeſs, inſtead of reſentment, forbearance ; 
inſtead of rancour, lenity ; inſtead of revenge, 
placability ; and a conciliating, not a ſubju- 
gating, ſpirit ; there will be no room for con- 
gratulation, none for triumph; but your ca- 
lamity will then be the laſt and worſt that 
mortals can ſuffer, becauſe you will want the 
only conſolation that mortals, afflicted in ex- 
tremity, can enjoy, hope. If ſix years have 
dragged you to the brink of perdition, from 
which you may {till be preſerved, fix more 
ſuch years will precipitate you into the gulf, 
from which there will be no redemption ; 
and, that you may perceive the importance of 
this crifis, which calls aloud for all your vir- 
tue and all your reſolution, let me requeſt 
you to view with me from above the horrors 
of that precipice on which you ſtand, and on 
which, if you fall into it through dizzineſs 
or fainting, you will look back in vain. 


Turn your eyes for a moment to the Eaſt, 
and behold three noble kingdoms in the pa- 
radiſe of Aſia, together with great dominions 
on other parts of the Indian coaſt : all theſe 
a ſeries of wonderful events, which the hand 
of time had been weaving for ages, has brought 
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into your ſole poſſeſſion.; yours I ſay, becauſe, 
whether the crown or the. company. formally 
have the territorial right, (a queſtion which, 
L hope, the wiſdom of the nation will pre- 
vent trom being diſcuſſed) yet in either caſe 
the territories muſt. neceſſarily be held in truſt 
for the benefit of the whole community. 
What is the fruit of theſe dominions? No 
leſs than every precious, every uſeful, com- 
modity; gold and, gems,, ſpices, and clegant 
apparel ;. and theſe not only producing private 
wealth. ta the induſtrious or fortunate, but 
filling the coffers: of the ſtate, with annual. 
treaſure, and forming, at this inſtant your 
chief reſource: not to enlarge on the chain 
of excellent ſhips, and the nurſery of incom- 
parable ſeamen, by which your navy has been 
more than once enabled to. protect this iſland; 
from invaders; but you muſt not forget, that 
your Indian, territories. border on thoſe of an 
ambitious and numerous people, with a very 
warltke. ſpirit, and. a, very hoſtile. diſpoſition, 
whoſe power has been growing for a century. 
and, if it continue to increaſe, may poſſibly 
endanger even our ſettlement in Aſia, but 
muſt unavoidably require the wiſeſt counſels, 
the moſt vigorous. exertions, and the. moſt 
abundant ſupplies. both of gold and arms: 
there is a power alſo in this very country, 
which has long been hovering over the 
company, but whoſe. violence will, I truſt, 
be, averted by a, ſeaſonahle accommodation. 
This 
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This, I may boldly: affirm,, that, if any "TY 


den revolution; in Afia,, or the continuance 
of an unaccommodating ſpirit in England, 
ſhall overthrow or even fhake our India 
company, nothing leſs than the miracu- 
lous diſcovery of golden mines in this iſland 
can ſupply. the expenſes: of the complicated 
war, in which we are engaged: 


I paſs. with haſte by: the: coaſt of Africa, 
whence: my mind turns with indignation ab 
the abominable traffic k in the human ſpecies, 
from which a part of our country men dare 
to derive their moſt inauſpicious wealth, and 
which our ſouthern colonies, while they were 
ours, ſtrove in vain to aboliſh, but will now, 
L am credibly informed, annihilate by their 
own authority, as ſoon as times and cireum- 
ſtances ſhall permit them to emancipate their 
ſlaves. Sugar, it has been ſaid, would be dear, 
if it were not worked by blacks in the weſtern? 
iſlands; as if the moſti laborious, the moſt: 
dangerous, works were not carried on in every! 
country, but chieffy iu Eng/andy by free men: 
in fact; they are ſo carried on with infinitely 
more advantage; for there is an alucrity/ iu 
a. conſciouſneſs of freedom, and a gloomy: 
ſullen indolence in a conſciouineſs of flavery;; 
but let ſugar; be as dear: as it may; it isz 
better to eat none; to eat honey, if ſweet- 
neſs only be palatable; better to eat aloes- 
or coldquants.a thay violate a primary law: of 

nature, 


„„ 


nature, impreſſed on every heart not imbruted 


by avarice, than rob one human creature of 
thoſe eternal rights, of which no law pou 
earth can juſtly deprive him, 


I would not here even mention the total 
decay of your trade to the dominions of the 
| Turkiſh ſultan, fince the cauſes of that ir- 
reparable loſs are wholly unconnected with 
our other calamities, and were antecedent to 
the meaſures, which have nearly ruined us; 
but fince the advantage, which we have loſt, 
has been transferred to the French, and a 
fource of opulence, from which we are ex- 
cluded, rolls in a plentiful ſtream on our 
bittereſt enemies, this misfortune alſo may be 
added to the afflicting and humiliating ca- 
talogue. 


A ſcene far more deplorable preſents itſelf 
in the weſtern hemiſphere; with this mix- 
ture of conſolation, that, if we be firmly 
united in one wiſe and virtuous reſolution, 
our certain relief will proceed from that very 
quarter, whence our calamity ſprung, and 
America reconciled will repair the lofles, 
which America injured was forced to oc- 


caſion. The war with our colonies, of 


which the ſad detail is too freſh in your 
memory, began with injuſtice, was purſued 
with malignity, and mult end, if it be long 
protracted, in deſtruction : : the principles on 

which 
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1 
which it was begun, and by which it has 
been feebly but inſolently vindicated, are no 
leſs irrational in themſelves then repugnant 
to the firſt elements of our conſtitution ; and 
the bringing of thoſe principles into faſhion 
has been the moſt envenomed fruit of this 
miſerable conteſt. It falls me, I declare, with 
a petrifying aſtoniſhment, that the people of 
England are ſtill blind to the conſequences of 
this war, and will not ſee how cloſely their 
own liberties are blended and interwoven with 
thoſe of the Americans: were it poſſible to 
ſubdue them by force, it would be impoſſible 
to keep them in ſubjection without a conſtant 
military eſtabliſhment ; and thus an exhauſted 
diſpirited race of flaves, with a deſolated 
country, would be purchaſed at the expenſe 
of our conſtitutional government; whilſt a. 
flattered, carefled, intoxicated army, . con- 

uerors without fame, and heroes without 
laurel, would return to give us law, and make 
us truckle to a power, which our fore-fathers' 
always ſuſpected, always deteſted. Such 
would be the fruits of victory ; but comfort 
yourſelves, my countrymen, and be aſſured 
that you will not be finally victorious. All 
the nations of Europe (I ſpeak: only what I 
know) have long envied, and conſequently 
bated, you: they now take a malignant 
pleaſure in laughing at your projects, and 
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deniding what they call the madne/5 of . 
enterpriſes. 


I was laſt ſummer at Paris, in company 
every day with ſenſible and experienced men 
of different natious; men, who knew America 
perfectly, and as perfectly knew the ſtrength 
of the Britiſh navy. Your countrymen,” 
ſaid they, „muſt be mad in the extreme, to 
« entertain a hope of fabduing a people both 
« commercial and agricultural: you may cer- 
A tainly obſtruct their commerce, and, perhaps 
4 poſſeſs yourſelves of every provincial town, 
% near which your ſhips can approach 5 but 
& your conqueſt will not be accelerated. 
The virtuous repubhcans can fubfiſt, as plea- 


& {urably as republicans either ought. or with 
&< to ſubſiſt, by agriculture alone, and your 
e armics will never penetrate, to our pofitive 


„ Knowledge, into the heart of their provinces, 
«© how loudly ſoever you may boaſt of ſucceſs 
„ at the extremities.” What pain muſt it 


give a lover of his country to hear ſuch re- 


proaches from his enemies! but how muck 
muſt his pain be augmented by a confciouſ- 
neſs, that thoſe enemies might indeed be van- 
quiſhed by arms, but could not be confuted 
by reaſon |! 


Thus have we loſt « our l colonies; 


and loſt them Irrecoverably, unleſs we conci. 
liate their minds by renewing their unſuſpicious 
confidence; 


2 


Ta 
canfidence ; while the nations of our European 
continent are either openly hoſtile, or fecretly 
adverſe, to us, and our weſtern iſlands ſeem 
to lie in the midſt of the field, like the 
prizes in the ancient games, ready to decorate 
the brows of fucceſſive conquerors. | 


As to Sheet fhe has for a time been 
ſoothed by extorted conceſſions ; but let her 
ever keep in remẽmbrance, that the owes her 
late acquiſitions to the example and efforts 
of ber ſiſters beyond the Atlantick. | 


| Nor let the generous peppi of Britkin 
diſdain to receive advantage from the fame 
once affectiouate, and yet kindred, hands, 
Two ſtrong topicks are now urged in Ame 
rica (alas! with how much bitter truth) 
againſt any fort of reunion with this coun- 
try : firſt, they inſiſt, that we are degenerate 
in manners and principles, and that we fuffer 
_ ourſelves to be fed with the moonthine of 
forms, vrhilſt our conſtitutional tiberty, with- | 
out which there can be no union between 
us and them, is in fubſtance extinguiſhed; 
ſecondly, they aver, that many attempts have 
been made to enſuare them, which Have 
wholly deftroyed their confidence in any fer 
of men, whether miniſters or apponents of 
miniſtry ; 30 that 1 S can remave their 
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diſtruſt but a legiſlative proof of our ſincerity 
by the lenient acts of a tree parliament. 


You begin, I am perſuaded, to diſcover the 
double remedy for all our evils, which I ground 
on theſe two objections to a reconciliation 
and which, if you ſuffer this moment to pals, 
you will never be able to apply. I will hold 
you no longer in ſuſpence; the remedy is 
this“ return a conciliating parliament, and 
6 reſtore the loſt balance of your conſtitu- 
„ tion.“ 1 ſaid the loſt balance, and I faid 
it with boldneſs ; becauſe it is a propoſition 
of the cleareſt evidence, a truth of the firſt 
water, that the due temperature of powers in 
our mixed ſyſtem, which Monteſquieu, who 
breathed the ſpirit of an Engliſhman, and 
Blackſtone, who was the pride of England, 
ſo laviſhly applauded, ſubſiſts no more. 


The ſubject, on which I am entering, is 
vaſt ; but I will reſtrain myſelf within proper 
bounds, and be ſatisfied with reminding you, 
that the executive magiſtrate (of whom it 
behoves us to ſpeak reſpectfully, yet freely) 
has of late acquired two enormous branches, 
not of juit prerogative, but of unconſtitutional 
power; influence, by receiving and diſpenſing. 
at pleaſure all the gold, and force, by com- 
manding and ſubjecting to his nod all the 
ſteel, of the nation, thus holding in his mighty 
. graſp, as the thunderer of the ancients is re- 
preſented 


© 


FF 1 
preſented on Olympus, the two ſinews of 


war; by one of which the coequal parts of 
the legiſlature may continually be ſapped, 


and by the other may at any time be ſtormed, _ 7 


J have heard undue prerogative compared to a 


giant, who beſtrides our narrow iſland, and 
may at his diſcretion ſuſpend his maſſy club © 
over our heads, or reduce us to powder with 


its weight ; whilſt influence reſembles a fairy, 
who plays around us inviſibly, or afſumes 
any ſhape that ſuits her purpoſe, and often 
drops gold or patents in proper places, as a 
reward or incentive for ſuch as merit the ap - 
probation of the little wanton divinity. At- 
tempts to bring back the conſtitution to its 
genuine temperature are ſo far from being ſe- 
ditious or even derogatory 'from the reſpect 
due to the crown; that they would, if ſucceſs- 
ful, highly augment the ſplendour of it; un- 


leſs it be more-glorious to rule, like the princes | 


of the continent, over {laves, than to be the 
chief in a nation of freemen ; an opinion, 


which no man, who deſerves either dignity 


or freedom, can entertain. As to the firſt 
branch, undue influence, the well-intended 
efforts of the petitioning and aſſociated coun- 
ties have not, unfortunately, been as well-di- 


rected, but have been obſtructed, if not de- 


feated, by a cauſe very dangerous on fimilar 
occaſions, though in itſelf not diſhonourable ; 
I mean, by an exuberance of zeal in the pro- 
moters of the buſineſs, and by a departure 
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from the ſimplicity of the original plan, 


which ought all along to have been ſteadily 
| kept in view. The objects of the different 
aſſociations became too complex, or, as a 
St would term it, multifarious. And 
he petitions, beginning in a ſingle point, on 
which there could be no diverſity of opinion, 


ended in a variety of points, on which the 


beſt and wiſeſt men might and did diſagree. 
A propofition, deſigned to meet with unani- 
mous concurrence, cannot be too ſimple; and 
J may fately affert, that a very judicious mo- 
tion, which was made in the late parliament 
buy Ja ſenator, whoſe great popularity is no 
more than a juſt reward of his unrivalled ta- 
Jents and unbiaſſed integrity, would never 
have been carried, if its extreme ſimplicity 


had not made it like a ſtroke of lightning, ir- 


reſiſtible. The time alſo, when the aſſocia- 
tions were formed, gave ſuſpicion to many 
honeſt men; who were prompted to conſider 
thera as an attempt to catch the popular gale 
on the approach of a general election; nor 
was the ſuſpicion wholly groundlefs, although 
1 am confident, that numbers of the moſt ex- 
alted virtue and the moſt independent ſpirit 
aſſociated themſelves from the nobleſt mo- 


tives. The only objection + Tg aſſociations, 


which ] was at a loſs to anfwer, was founded 
on the proximity of that moment, when we 
might apply a remedy to our accumulated 
ills by a method ſtrictly legal, without vaiuly 

__ Joliciting 
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ſoliciting the authors of our miſery to heal 


the very wounds in our conſtitution, which 


they had themſelves inflicted. 


The ſecond branch of wregular power in 
the crown, military force, appears to have 
been overlooked by the aſſociated counties, 
and little confidered by the people in 2 
till the late exertion of it in ſuppreſſing 

fatal riots in our metropolis; fatal, — in 
leſs than a week they operated more forcibly 
on feeble minds in favour of pure monarchical 
authority than all the ſpeeches and writings 
of all the courtiers and ſycophants could have 
done in a century ; fatal indeed! unleſs, your 
noble exertions turn the tide of thoſe dau- 
geerous opinions, which have been rolling 
impetuouſly within the laſt three months 
againſt our glorious conſtitutional fabrick. | 


; | 
There has indeed been an attempt to check 
this growing diſpoſition by an unknown perſon, 
who ſeems however to have the welfare of 
his country at heart; and who has demon- 
ftrated, that, if our laws were reſtored to 
their genuine vigour, there would be little 
dauger from the vaſt acceſſion of force, which 
the crown has gained by the riot-a& and the 
annual appointment of a ſtanding army ; but 
aſſure yourſelves, that, unleſs his plan, or 


ſome other not diſſimilar to it, be generally 


adopted, a. m paid by the king, 
officered 


4 } 


officered by the king, commanded by the 


king, devoted to the king, will be made, in 
form annual, in ſubſtance perpetual. 


On how great a variety of matter have I 
touched, and into how wide a field ſhould I 
Have been led, if my reſpect for ſo enlightened 
an auditory had not reſtrained me! Intima- 
tions to ſuch men, as I am addreſſing, ſupply 
-the place of the moſt copious diſcuſhon; and, 
as I am willing to believe, that my ſentiments 
Have been little more than an echo to your 


own hearts, I have all along conſidered myſelf 


as rather exhorting the people of Britain at 


large, many of whom may be wavering, ane 


many thoughtleſs, than the firm, the intelli- 
gent, the conſiſtent electors of Middleſex. 


All my countrymen, therefore, in general, 


through you, my fellow- freeholders, 1 adjure 3 


and ſupplicate, by whatever they hold eſtima- 


ble in this world, by the endearing relations 


of friends, Tine and country, to follo r. 
the example of an individual, who loves anjd Tl 
reſpects them, in ſolemnly declaring, r 
now ſolemnly declare, that I would not give 


my voice, on this occaſion, to my beſt be- 
loved or moſt reſpected friend, unleſs I knew 


with moral certainty his fixed reſolution to 


reſtore by the moſt effectual means in his 
power the broken harmony of our limited 
republick, and to promote a conciliatory act 
| tor 


18 ] 
for the ceflation of 1 againſt the Ames: 
ricans, on terms which nothing. but their 
well-grounded confidence in national, not mi- 
niſterial, eugagemente can induce them to 
accept. 


Since one of our honourable candidates 
has, I firmly believe, the diſpoſition which I 
require in my repreſentative, and ſince he has 
done the ſtate very ſignal ſervice, I ſhall give 
him my ſuffrege with the warmeſt alacrity ; 
and ſince his intended colleague, whom I 
have not the honour of knowing, except by 
the fair fame of his excellent character and 
ſound principles, has engaged himſelf to ſup- 
port that character, and act conformably to 
thoſe principles, I beg him with equal cheer- 
fulneſs to accept my n concurrence in 
his nomination. 


Who is os (it will poſſibly be whiſpered 
or exclaimed) that importunes us with his 
complaints and his exhortations? This only, 
gentlemen, it will become me to anſwer.” 
Were I inflamed by reſentment againſt one 
. ſet of men, or biaſſed by attachment to an- 
other, you might juſtly ſuſpec the ſincerity 
of my profeſſions ; or, if any diſappointment 
in the career of ambition, or abrupt refuſal. 
of a favour aſked, had ruffled or embittered 
my temper, you might fairly withdraw your 
attention and confidence ; but fince I am 
| neither 
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neither agitated by one tumultuous paſſion, 
nor Conſtrained by any narrownefs of party; 
fince the few favours I ever aſked of admi- 
niftration have been either granted with the 
moſt obliging facility, or kept, from the juſteſt 
motives, in ſuſpenſe; ſince the firſt miniſter 

hiraſelf and many of his confidential friends 
have attached me perfonally to them by their 
manly, noble, unreſerved behaviour, and that 
to a man from whom they could have no- 
thing either to hope or to fear ; fince others, 
now in high departments of Kate, have con- 
ferred obhgations on me, a grateful fenſe of 
which I ſhall never loſe, but with my life; 
my country cannot with juſtice diſtruſt my 
fihal affection; nor can thoſe, to whom I am 
obliged, accuſe me of ingratitude, if I confine 
my regard to their perſons, without extending 
it blindly to their a&ons, and publickly evinee 
my opinion, that the facred duty to our coun- 
try, which tranſcends all other relations, ſu- 
perſedes at the ſame time all other ties. 


. Had it been my good or my bad fortune to 
Have delivered in the great aſſembly of repre- 
ſentatives the ſentiments which this boſom 
contains, a ſmall part of which I have now 
delivered in a great aſſerably of electors, I 

am ſenſible that my publick courſe of ſpeaking 
2 voting muſt have clathed in a variety of 
_ inſtances with my private obligations; and 
this conflict of interfering duties conſtitutes, 
9 8 
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in my opinion, the niceſt part of morality; 
on which, however, I have completely formed 
my ſyſtem, and truſt that no views of inte- 
reſt will ever prevent my practice from coin- 
ciding with my theory. 


Having then imperfectly, I fear, but zeas | 
louſly, IJ am ſure, diſcharged one duty this 


morning, to the neglect perhaps of another, 
but certainly with a total diſregard of my own 
loſs or gain, I fit down with an entire con- 
viction, that, if my countrymen be virtuouſly 
active and deliberately firm at the preſent cri- 
ſis, there will be not a dawn only, but a full 
day ſpring, of hope, that BRITAIN may 
again enjoy the {weets of rational liberty and 
the charms of peace: if, on the contrary 
through drowſineſs or oblivion of Engliſh vir- 
tue, you faint before you reach the goal, and 
ſuffer this moment to glide away unimproved, 
] do not ſee how any power leſs than'that of 
GOD himſelf (and, whether this nation have 
deſerved the divine interpoſition in their fa- 
vour, it will become us all to conſider) can 
fave our country from ſlavery and ruin; to 
the miſery of which will be added this pain- 
ful and agonizing reflection, the laſt and 


keeneſt ſting of deſpair, that you will then 
have a right to cenſure no human beings but 


yourſelves. 
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